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light of the speeches and writings of Tupper, Laurier, Fielding and 
Brodeur, who have been outspoken in describing the power which 
Canada gradually drew to herself in diplomacy between the negotiation 
of the Treaty of Washington of 1871 and the Treaty of Paris of 1907. 
The General Survey was in the publishers' hands — or at any rate 
ready for issue — before war began in August, 19 14. Developments 
arising out of the war may necessitate some revision of Mr. Barrington- 
Ward's essay on the Foreign Office for the next edition of the volume. 
Much revision also will certainly be necessary in the unsigned article 
— thirty pages long — on imperial defence. 

Edward Porritt. 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

The Life of Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal. By BECKLES 
Willson . Boston , Houghton Mifflin Company ,1915 . — Two volumes ; 
xii,544» 533 PP- 

From the dedication to the last chapter, Mr. Beckles Willson 's Life 
of Lord Strathcona is a eulogy. In some places it would seem to be 
an undiscriminating eulogy. In the preface, for instance, Mr. Willson 
makes the statement that to Lord Strathcona more than to any other 
man is due the material prosperity of Canada and much of her political 
temper. This is a large claim, despite the fact that at the time of his 
death Strathcona was governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, presi- 
dent of the Bank of Montreal, a director of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way Company, and from 1896 High Commissioner for the Dominion 
of Canada in London. Mr. Willson's tone towards Strathcona is exem- 
plified when he records the fact that in 1887 Strathcona, who had been 
in the Hudson's Bay Company's service since 1838, was elected by 
the directors in London governor of the company. 

It was hi this year that he, who had for so many years been the outstand- 
ing figure in the once mighty fur trade of Canada, became the titular governor 
of the Hudson's Bay Company. The suffrages of his fellow directors elected 
him to this position, first filled by Prince Rupert of the Rhine. It had 
lately lost its pristine glory ; but the romance of the young Scottish lad, 
who, beginning at the lowest rung of the ladder, had finally achieved the 
summit, served again to shed, while he lived, a lustre on the chair. 

Lord Strathcona, as one of the directors of the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Company, and as High Commissioner in London, undoubtedly 
had his part in the material development of Canada, and with charac- 
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teristic thrift and shrewdness he drew at the same time to himself the 
largest fortune ever made in Canada. As High Commissioner he also 
had his part in the remarkable development of the imperial spirit in 
the years between the Jubilee Celebration of 1897 and the great war in 
which all the Dominions are so whole-heartedly embarked. But when 
the history of the Dominion of Canada from Confederation to the be- 
ginning of the war is written, it is exceedingly doubtful whether 
Strathcona's place will be quite as high as that assigned to him in this 
biography. 

In the sense that Mr. Willson has had access to the Strathcona papers, 
to the archives of the Hudson's Bay Company, and to Strathcona's 
correspondence with Laurier of the period from 1896 to 1914, the 
biography is official. The letters that are embodied in it — and they 
are quite numerous — are of value chiefly for the light they throw on the 
organization and inner working of the Hudson's Bay Company ; on the 
transfer of the Hudson's Bay Company's territory to the Dominion 
Government; on the Riel Rebellion, an episode of 1870-1871 arising 
out of the transfer ; on the downfall of the Macdonald government of 
1870- 1874 in consequence of the scandal connected with the charter 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway ; on the Manitoba school controversy 
of 1892-1897 ; and, finally, on the immigration policy of the Dominion 
government during the eighteen years when Strathcona was High Com- 
missioner and was responsible for the carrying-out of this policy in the 
United Kingdom and in various countries of continental Europe. In 
these eighteen years — 1896- 1 914 — the Dominion government, acting 
through the Department of the Interior at Ottawa, spent in the aggregate 
nearly twelve million dollars on immigration propaganda in Great 
Britain, in continental Europe and in the United States. The propa- 
ganda was unprecedented in its scope and character ; and the Strath- 
cona correspondence makes it clear that Germany and Russia both 
objected to it. 

Strathcona was a strong and dominating personality. Interest 
always attaches to the biography of such a man ; and, as has been in- 
dicated in describing the correspondence which gives most value to Mr. 
Willson's book, Strathcona had his part in the making of much Canadian 
history between the taking-over of the Hudson's Bay Company's terri- 
tory in 187 1 and his death in London in 19 14. 

Edward Porritt. 

Hartford, Connecticut. 



